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THE GIFT OF ASSURANCE

By DAvIDJ. ENGELSMA PROFESSOREMERITUSOF THE PROTESTANT
REFORMEDSEMINARY THIS IS THEINTRODUCTIONO THISFREENEW
PAMPHLET

ow can we be sure that we are going to Heaven when we
die? Is there anything that we can do on this earth to ensure
us a place in heaven? Prof. Engelsma gives us -@ejnth study of
the precious truth of assurance
Word as proof, the author shows how the child of God is given as-
surance as a gift of the Holy Spirit and that the believer should not
go through life in doubt of their salvation.

Introduction

The Holy Spirit as the Spirit of Jesus Christ causes the believing child
of God to know his own salvation with certainty. The Spirit gives assurance of
salvation. This is an especially vital and precious work of the Spirit.

Assurance is an especially vital and important work of the Spirit of Je-
sus Christ. When in John 44 He promised the Holy Spirit to His church,
Jesus called this Spirit the AComfor
Comfortero (John 14:16). As the othe
vidual member of the church, the Spirit comforts us with the assurance that our
sins are forgiven; with the assurance that we have been given by the Father to
Jesus Christ as His people; with the assurance that we are united to Christ in
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the covenant of grace; and with the assurance that one day we will be with Christ where He is in heaven. In
short, the Spirit comforts us that we were saved from eternity past, are saved now, and will be saved everlas
ingly.
Lacking this assurance, we are not comforted, but are terribly uncomfortable, indeed, terrified. Fail-
ing to give this assurance, the Spirit is no Comforter at all.
Indicating how important the assurance of His people by the other Comforter was to Jesus, when He

said farewell Jesus declared, fAPeace | | eave |wit
bled, neither let it be afraido (John 14:27). Pe
relation of friendship with God on the basis of the forgiveness of sins. And this peace for eachasfus i

ancet hat God is my friend and Father for Jesus s a
his own salvation, but only terror. Of course, this peace is due to the work of the Comforter within us assur-
ing us of Gododés |l ove for us, Christdés death fjor

Assurance is especially vital and precious to us ourselves. Without assurance, our heart is very much
troubled and afraid. Doubt of salvation is the worst fear of all the fears to which humans are liable.

Assurance of salvation is an aspect of salvation itself. God wills, not only that we be saved, but also
that weknowthat we are saved. Then, and only then, do we enjoy salvation. Then, and only then, can/we
praise and thank Him, so that He is glorified by us, which is the ultimate purpose of salvation. One who
lacks assurance cannot thank, praise, and glorify God.

Salvation itself is experiential, involving our conscious certainty of salvation, for example, justitica-
tion, the chief benefit of salvation. Justification is not simply the forgiveness of sins. Justification is the for-
giveness n t he forum of t h asthe erbteset Refobmatiort hastaught us.u s nje s s

What good is salvation to me, if | do ratowit, if | live in doubtof it?

What good is the Comforter to me, if I cannot confess, truthfully, concerning myself personally,
the Heidelberg Catechism puts on the lips of every man, woman, and child who believes the gospel
Christ from the heart in its first question and answer:

[ My only comfort in |Iife and death is] that I
precious blood has fully satisfied for all my sins, and redeemed me from all the power of the deuvil;
and so preserves me that without the will of my Father in heaven not a hair can fall from my head;
yea, that all things must work together for my salvation.

Controversy over Assurance

It is deplorable that the Spirités work of as
is controversial. | do not now refer to the open denial of the possibility of the assurance of salvation by the
Roman Catholic Church, by all churches that proclaim the false gospel of Arminianism, and by the propo-
nents of the covenant theology of the Federal [Covenant] Vision in reputedly Reformed and Presbyterian
churches. By virtue of their common teaching that salvation is conditional, that is, dependent upon the will
and works of the saved sinner, Rome, churches embracing the lie of free will, and the Federal [Covenant]
Vision all openly proclaim that saints can fall away into eternal perdition. This is the denial of assurance of
salvation with a vengeance.

But | refer to the controversy over assurance raised by the false teaching about the Holy Spirit|and
assurance of many, perhaps the majority, of the Puritans in the late sixteenth and the seventeenth centuries.
These Puritans taught that the Spirit saves many whom He does not assure of salvation. From many of thos
whom He does finally assure of salvation He withholds assurance for a loidg tenes manyyear® after

(Continued on pag8)
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their conversion and coming to faith in Jesus Chris e —
Some regenerated believers never receive the gift
assurance. These miserable souls must live all the THE

by leading Puritans and the actual condition of
churches held in bondage by this teaching leave tr
distinct impression that those believers who never
ceive assurance, but die in doubt, are the majority. S S U ra n C
These Puritans taught that assurance is not
much the gift of the Holy Spirit as it is the work of t!
church member himself. Having convinced believe
that they (the believers) had not received assuranc By Prof. David J. Engelsma
with their faith, these Puritans then exhorted the be
lievers to pray fervently, to work arduously, and to
struggle heroically, often for many years, in order ¢
last, by dint of all this spiritual work, to obtain assui
ance. to get your FREE copy.
These Puritans taught that assurance is, an =
should be, a real problem for many, if not most, be
lievers and children of believers. It is normal to lacl

troubled life and then die without assurance, withoi
ever being able to confess the first question and ar /
swer of the Heidelberg Catechism, even though G /
elected them, Christ died for them, and the Spirit re '
generated them and united them to Christ. Expres: -

OF
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i t—
assurance; normal to wonder whether one is really
saved; normal to struggle with the question |of
Aquest, o litel bogg, iguvesnt , 0O with no assurance of a
ing assurance in this I|ife; and, therefore, Jal s

Leading Puritans, men who are highly regarded by contemporary disciples of the Puritans, taught
that the Spirit gives assurance only to a vepry
of His children, to live and die in doubt.

Now though this full assurance is earnestly desired, and highly prized, and the want of it much la-
mented, and the enjoyment of it much endeavored after by all saints, yet it is only obtained by a few
Assurance is a mercy too good for most menoés
heads. Assurance aptimum maximunthe best and greatest mercy; and therefore God will only
give it to his best and dearest friends. Augustus in his solemn feasts, gave trifles to some, but gold t
others. Honor and riches, etc., are trifles that God gives to the worst of men; but assurance is that
6tried gold,d Rev. 3:18, that God only gijives
portion in the special love and favor of God, there are but a very few that have an assurance|of his
love. 3It is one mercy for God to love the soul, and another mercy for God to assure the soul of his
love.

A Reformed student of Scripture and the Reformed creeds struggles for words with which to expres:
opposition to, and indignation at, the Puritan doctrine of assurance. It is no doctrine of assurance at|all, but
(Continued on pagé)
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cruel doctrine of doubt, at least, for the great
|l ove and favor of God. o6 Not only does it rob| t h
priceless assurance of the love of God for them and their salvation, shutting them up to the unspeakable
misery of the fear, whether God hates them and will damn them at death, but it also casts the gravest aspe
sions on the Fatherhood of God in Jesus Christ. What godly, earthly father, loving all his children, gives
assurance of his love to a fivery fewodo of his| chi
them? Such a father would make himself subject to the discipline of the church on the ground of the| gross-
est dereliction of parental duty. Indeed, what earthly father would demand of his children that they
fendeavor, 0 that is, work, for years in order t
ance that he in fact loves them? What Christian would swallow the assertion that it is one parental mercy
for the believing father to love his children, but another parental mercy for the father to assure the children

of his love? What strange mercy is it to |love ol
hates them?
That Gododés Fatherhood does not suffer in [om

dent from the fact that Jesus taught everyone who believes the gospel, and thus believes on Jesus Christ,
from the heart, whether aged saint or new convert, grandparent or little covenant child, to call upon God in
prayer and to call upon Him as fAOur Father o ( Maf
one who prays has assurance that God loves him, has redeemed him, saves him, and will preserve him un
eternal glory.
Here, according to Puritan theology, is a grace of salvation about which it is not true, that the jone

who seeks shall find. All believers seek assur atl
a nfew, 0 indeed, a fAvery few, 0 ever find it.| Anct
Ahi ghly prizedo as the fAbest and greatest mefrcy,
by the working and works of the believer. AnHe t |
weep, and wait to obtain iténone can obtain |t |
[ assur ance] b e fThe Ruritan doctdne of assueaace is & form of salvation by works. A

doctrine of works is necessarily also a doctrine of doubt.
Despite the clear, power ful testimony of |t he
of assurance has infected certain churches in the Dutch Reformed tradition. This occurred largely through
the influence of Puritanism upon some Reformed theologians and ministers in the Netherlands in the sever
teenth and eighteenth centuries. The movement influenced by Puritanism, particularly the Puritan doctrine
of assur anc e ,naderareforraatie 6i tTsheilsf ntahnee is houl d be trans
ofurther reformation, & expressing the movement 0:
do justice to piety and exper inmerereformatied ttoh acto mptl e
sixteenth century Ref onaderareformaie slTehti sq utt hteo memc comp
ogy and ministry that emphasized personal piety and introspective expetience.

Puritanismés erroneous doctrine of assurapce
ica, and the world by influential organizations
tiond theology. The effects of this false dogctr.i
rian congregations languish in doubt of their salvation and, therefore, persist in open disobedience to
Christdéds command to His church and to all whop b

(Matt. 26:2629). It is reliably reported that in the Netherlands today (2008) is a Reformed congregation of
more than one thousand members of which only| fi)
Supper. The rest of the members, in the bondage of the Puritan doctrine of assurance, abstain, lacking ass
ance of salvation. All too believable is the rest of the report: The minister of the congregation recently is-
sued a warning against too great | i béPrespyteiian t he
(Continued on pagb)
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churches in Scotland suffer from the same dread malady.

Many persons, publicly professing faith in Christ and living regular lives of obedience to the law in

love for God, live all their life doubting whether they are loved by God and saved, and die in the terror
real possibility of being damned.

of the

The Puritan doctrine of assurance was not that of the Reformers. This is freely admitted by Reformed

theologians who defend the Puritan doctrine of assurance. The Presbyterian theologian William Cunn

condemns the teaching of Calvin and all the'o
Calvinds doctrine of assurance and its radica
tion of faith:

Now we shall possess a right definition of

ingharr
t he
| d

f a

benevolence toward us, founded upon the truth of the freely given promise in Christ, both revealed to

our minds and sealed upon our hearts through the Holy %pirit.

For Calvin, all the Reformers, and the Reformation of the church in the sixteenth century,asith
surance of salvation, faigssentially s assurance: fAFaith [i1s] a fi
|l ence toward us. o0 Assurance, therefore, is th

rm
e g

faith. The Spirit works assurance in everyone in whom He works faith, and He works assurance in and with

the working of faith. Of vital i mportance in
ance by the Puritanmsadeemeormatiteée paesmobedspoksehe
identification of the sealing by the Spirit,
tion, as the giving of faith itself. The Holy Spirit seals the believer, not years after giving him faith, if at
this life, as was the doctrine of the Puritans,Wwien He gives him faith
With the entire Reformation, Calvin taught that the fatherly love of God for all His children dear,

presses itself by giving all of them, young and old, hdegded saints and new converts, the assurance of

His love for them.
Not only did Calvin and the entire Reformation affirm that the gospel of grace assures all belie

Goddés |l ove and their salvation, this assuran
mation. The necessity of the Reformation was
ing their salvation. Calvin stated this in hi
(1544).

Lastly, there was another most pestilential error, which not only occupied the minds of men, bu
regarded as one of the principal articles of faith, of which it was impious to doubt, viz., that beli
ought to be perpetually in suspense and uncertainty as to their interest in the divine favor. By t
suggestion of the devil, the power of fait
chase destroyed, and the salvation of men overthrown. For, as Paul declares, that faith only is

tian faith which inspires our hearts with confidence, and emboldens us to appear in the presen
God (Rom. 5:2). On no other view could his
have received the Spirit of adoptPon, wher

Those churches in which the majority of the members, often the large majority of mepnbiess-
ing faith, languish year after year in doubt of their salvation, under the influence of the theology of Pur|
(Continued on pag6)
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i sm a maderé¢rbfeemaie 0 ar e not furthering tdorginuiRgthe Bef-mat i
ormation. On the contrary, their gospel, which does not work assurance, but doubt, is a radical deviation
from the gospel of the Reformation. In the vitally important matter of the experience of salvation, about
which the disciples of the Puritans are always boasting, their miserable people do not differ from the doubt-
ing hordes of Rome. Those churcinegdthe Reformation and its gospel of assurance.
As for the testimony of the Reformed confessi
children, and the enjoyment of it by every believer, the Heidelberg Catechism is representative. Question
and Answer 1 has every believer confess that he possesses and enjoys the only comfort in life and death,
knowing with certainty that he belongs to Jesus Chhristiaithful Savior. The believer concludes:

AWherefore, by his Holy Spifit, he also assufres
Question and Answer 53 make assurance the normal work of the Spirit in His saving of every elect
child of God: AWhat dost thou believe concerpning¢
me by a true faith partaker of Christ and B&l|l hi
I n flat contradicti on nadere 2formatike ,t b dte Miutr i it @ nc
to have faith, and another thing for me to knhow

gift of true faith includes sure knowledge that one has faith; certainty that one is partaker of Christ and all

His benefits; the comfort that one belongs to Christ; the confidence of preservation; and the hope of ever-
lasting life.

This is assurance! This is assurance of oneao:

nNThe GiI ft of | A

If you are interested in reading more of this pamphlet along with the footnotes, here are the
remaining chapter titles:

Assurance, an Indispensable Work of the Spirit

Biblical Doctrine: Sealing
Sealed, When and How?
Witnessing with Our Spirit
Justified by Faith
The Assurer
By the Gospel of Grace
Beyond AMere Faitho
By the Truth
Whom the Spirit Assures
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